
 

 

FORCED LABOR SECTION 301 INVESTIGATION
(March 13, 2026)

 

On March 12, USTR announced that it has initiated Section 301
investigations into 60 of the U.S.’s largest trading partners over whether
their acts and policies are failing to impose or effectively enforce a ban on
the importation of goods produced with forced labor in a manner that is
unreasonable or discriminatory and burdens or restricts U.S. commerce.
A pre‑publication draft of the Federal Register notice has been issued
along with a Fact Sheet.  

Countries Subject to the Section 301 Forced Labor Investigations﻿

Key Short Deadlines for Public Participation

March 12, 2026 (comment period opened)
April 15, 2026 (written comments and requests to appear at the
hearing due)
April 28, 2026 (public hearing date)

 
This Section 301 forced labor investigation comes immediately after the
USTR’s announcement of a separate Section 301 investigation into
structural excess capacity. As highlighted in our March 12 “What’s New”
update, the USTR has signaled that further Section 301 actions may be
launched in 2026.
 
Clients should evaluate potential impacts and consider submitting, either
directly or through trade associations, detailed public comments and
public hearing testimony. Comments and hearing requests may be
submitted through the official USTR Public Docket. 

https://ustr.gov/about/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2026/march/ustr-initiates-60-section-301-investigations-relating-failures-take-action-forced-labor
https://ustr.gov/sites/default/files/files/Press/Releases/2026/FRN%20-%20Forced%20Labor%20Import%20Ban%20301%20-%20FINAL.pdf
https://ustr.gov/about/policy-offices/press-office/fact-sheets/2026/march/fact-sheet-ustr-initiates-60-section-301-investigations-relating-failures-take-action-forced-labor
https://millerco.com/sites/default/files/2026-03/USTR%20Initiates%20New%20Section%20301%20Investigations%20on%2016%20Major%20Trading%20Partners%20%28March%2012%202026%29.pdf
https://comments.ustr.gov/s/docket?docketNumber=USTR-2026-0133


 
Please contact Marshall Miller, Brian Murphy, Sean Murray, or David
Ostheimer with questions or for assistance with comments.
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